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QUESTIONNAIRE:

“What do you know about
ethics In geosciences?”

-
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The ENVRIplus Project Activities completed Main results

The guestionnaire has been sent to all
the 270 participants in the ENVRIplus

project. 70 of them (about 26%) have
participated in the survey.

« State of art on ethical issues useful
for the goals of the project (collection
and analysis of materials already
existing within scientific organizations,
institutions all over the world).

ENVRIplus 1s a Horizon 2020 project :
bringing together Environmental and -
Earth System Research Infrastructures
(RIs), projects and networks with

technical specialist partners to create a

more coherent, interdisciplinary and

The questionnaire,
available online at
https://[form.jotformeu.
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Include:

« definition of ethics guidelines to be

aspects related to the own
Research Infrastructure (RI) and
Institute/University (to investigate

5) Have you ever heard about research misconduct?

used by partners for building their the state of organization of RIs and o
oolicies and their own codes of Institutes/Universities to which 0
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esearch conduct of research fairness in working with research on beha

» establish a shared ethical framework
of reference, to be adopted by RIs
governing bodies;

9) Have you ever heard about some of the following behaviours
within your working environment?

* Increase the awareness of RIs TECHNCAL x 100
management _ar_1d op_erational levels ——\% /= S
and of the individual involved e a— : SCIENCE =
scientists on their social role in © | ceess 7 " I I l
conducting research activities and T\ VRl o I I I
research work environment; .o el B n l 0= =
- assess the ethical and social aspects AR - S
related to the results achieved and e o provi;;g s

deliverables released within the
project.

. Science and Society

Envri Plus themes



OF THEIR ACTIVITIES? THE EXAI\/IPLE EUROP AN/F’RO N‘VRI PLUS
s —___ = P S — o e silvia.peppoloni@ingv.it 1" a
and Florian Haslinger 23 > — o _Eusepp% glfgapua@mgvn ?r
‘ ﬂgnan ashnger@sed ethz.ch

3 JAPG - International Association for Prgmgtm Geoethles =

o/d' — — —
-

-
- -
—
—

—

Conclusions
Part B - Questions from 15 to 68

The importance of ethical and social aspects of scientific activity Is
The analysis of the Part B “Specific inquiry” has shown differences in organizations, recognized by the most of the interviewees.

policies and activities/initiatives between Rls and Universities/Institutes.

The actual perception of these issues and the knowledge of the
Table 1. Percentages relative to the Offices Uriversites/Insitutes | Research nfrastuctures Instruments to face them seems to be not adequate, especially with

. . . Ethical Board 40.0% 28.6% :
presence of different kinds of offices, * regard to society.

respectively within Universities/Institutes e — — - - -
and RIs. Values in red are higher than — Considering that the ENVRIplus project is aimed at providing shared

those in blue. Guarantes CommitieaTor - — solution_s for science and society, it b_ecomes a p_ri_o_rity to increase
the ethical awareness and the social responsibility of the RIs’

Policies Universities/Institutes Research Infrastructures C O m m u n Ity .

Code of conduct/ethics 51.4% 22.9% 1 ‘

et Pl o o Table 2. Percentages relative to the This goal can be promoted by developing an ethical framework

Access policy to laboratories 40.0% 34.3% existence of different kinds of pO”CiES, that supports scientists 1n their work and can make the Science-society

respectively within Universities/Institutes interface more effective, in order to translate results of scientific activity
and RIs. Values in red are higher than in tangible benefits.

Policy aboutinclusivity.and ' . thOSe |n blue.

access for personnel with 61.4% 10.0%

Geo-Education Office 48.6% 10.0%

equal opportunities

Publication policy 40.0% 22.9%

disabilities

Gender balance policy 54.3% 32.9%

It Is Indispensable to strengthen the cooperation among
e act o e " colleagues, to improve the institutional communication within each
Rl regarding activities and organizational structure, to face and
Conclusion - Questions from 69 to 71 reduce some unethical practices like misconduct, uncooperative

attitudes, conflicts of interest and discrimination, in order to improve

Only a small percentage of choices (less than 3%) refers to “not positive” nouns for the quality of the working environment, which is the fundamental
describing ethics in geosciences, as bureaucracy, ideology, manipulation, prerequisite for doing excellent science.

doubtfulness, or vagueness. Research integrity, data management and environmental

monitoring are considered the most relevant themes for ENVRI PLUS. Also

sustainability, communication, climate change, relationships between scientists and

other components of society (media, decision-makers, citizens, industry) represent Based on these results, the next task of the WP13,
Important themes of the project. Less importance has been given to issues like natural which will be dedicated to the definition
resources, resilience, inclusivity policy, conflicts of interest, gender balance, of Ethical Guidelines for RIS,

geoheritage enhancement.

sty iNCLUSIVENESS. monopol will be of great importance and usefulness.
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Cloud of the most frequent words used by participants in the survey,
to define ethics In geosciences (in red “negative” words).




